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Sunday   
 
18 March 

 
10 00 
11 30 
18 30 

Mothering Sunday – offering of relationships that sustain  us 
Traditional worship 
Interactive worship 
Reflective worship with communion 

19 Mon 13 30 
19.30 

Lent Study Group at URC – led by Jonathan Wilkes 
Lent Study Group at URC – led by Jonathan Wilkes 

20 Tues 20.00  Church News group 

21 Wed 13.10 
14.15 
20.00 

Lunchtime service 
Women’s Fellowship – Deep Sea Fishermen 
Prayers for Peace – Israel & Palestine 

23 Fri 22.00 – 04.00 All-night prayer meeting  

25 Sunday  
10.00 
11.30 
18.30 

Offering our whole lives – commemoration of the  abolition of slavery 
Traditional worship 
Interactive worship with communion 
Reflective worship 

26 Mon 13 30 
19.30 

Lent Study Group at URC 
Lent Study Group at URC 

28 Wed 13.10 
14.15 

Lunchtime service 
Women’s Fellowship – The Hook Swingers 

30 Fri 22.00 – 04.00 All night prayer meeting 

1  April 
Sunday 

 
10.00 
11.30 
18.30 
20.00 

Holy week – Palm Sunday -  Offering of Jesus for us 
Traditional worship with communion 
Interactive worship 
Reflective worship 
Holy Space 

4   Wed 10.45 
13.10 
14.15 
19.50 

Men’s forum – Lesley Charlton 
Lunchtime service 
Women’s Fellowship – Devotional 
Elders’ meeting - 

5  Maundy 
Thurs 

10-13.00 
19.30 
 

Activity Day 
Soup & bread supper with communion at URC 
With All Saints, St Johns, Union St Baptists & John Bunyan Baptists 

6   Good 
Friday 

10.00 
11.00 
12.00 
13.00 
14.00 

Coffee and hot cross buns 
Walk of witness 
LEP Service at the URC 
LEP Holy Space at the URC 
LEP Service at the URC 

8  
Easter day 

 
09.00 
 
10.00 – 11.00 
11.00 – 12.00 
18.30  

Time to celebrate the Resurrection 
Holy communion 
Easter breakfast 
 Coffee available 
Combined service –with Communion 
Reflective worship 

11  Wed 13.10 
14.15 

Lunchtime service 
Women’s Fellowship – Easter tea  

15  Sun 10.00 
11.30 
15.15- 17.30 
18.30 

Traditional worship 
Interactive worship 
Caring for the bereaved 
Reflective worship with communion 

18  Wed 14.15 
19.00 

Women’s Fellowship “Flowers” Mrs Janine Goddard 
Wimbledon District Council 

Church Diary 
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Dear all, 

 

The invitations went out for the birthday party. Some of the family 

members who received them are Jehovah’s Witnesses. Their reply 

came in promptly and said –‘sorry we cAan not come. We do not 

celebrate birthdays’.  

 

These close family members have been around and supportive 

through the times of illness and bereavement. They had attended 

all the funerals and made great efforts to be there. The reply was 

clear and spoke of their having a different view of birthdays to oth-

ers but without hectoring or criticising. The message went on to 

talk about a family wedding and to hope that there could be a get 

together then. 

 

They have earned the right to decline us because of the number of 

times they have been around. They have earned our respect be-

cause they have stood up for what they believe and have done it 

clearly and graciously. 

 

What are the events or the times that you have to say –‘no I can 

not do that because of what I believe?’ Are there any? And if there 

are none does that mean that people are   right when they say 

that at modern Christians are actually no different from every one 

else?  

 

Yours, 

 

 Lesley 

Minister’s letter 
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 Derek’s comments 

How many people do you know who 

are suffering from, or have suffered 

from, a period of long term unem-

ployment?   I believe this is one of 

the worst fates which can befall one 

of our fellow citizens, as it invariably 

leads to dire consequences such as 

the loss of a home, marriage break-

down and ill health as well as chil-

dren becoming victims.  The list is 

almost endless.    

You are right if you think I’m some-

what passionate about this.  For 14 

years (1981 – 1995) I worked on a 

consulting basis for the Department 

of Trade and Industry in London, ad-

vising businesses – and intending 

businesses - with up to 200 employ-

ees.   

It was during this time  there were 

periods when many people were 

made redundant. I must have worked 

with thousands from the barely edu-

cated to the ultra sophisticated pro-

fessionals, whose lives had been 

shattered.  These people came as 

they thought that the easy way out of 

their dilemmas would be to start their 

own business.  Our job was often to 

save them from themselves as 60 % 

of new businesses cease trading 

within their first 5 years of life. This 

can often lead to even greater prob-

lems for the individual.  

So what’s this got to do with Kingston 

URC?  Long term unemployment is a 

significant problem for some people 

in Kingston.  We have two resources 

which could help - our members and 

 our building.  It would be unusual for 

any church to have sufficient people 

with the necessary training and skills 

to tackle the job of one-to-one ad-

vice.  So that leaves our well located 

and well equipped building.   

Some of you probably know that our 

friends at the Kingston Job Centre 

have solved the problem for us by in-

troducing us to a Government funded 

organisation called TWIN which em-

ploys accredited trainers to address 

the needs of the long term unem-

ployed.  They will now be working 

from our 2nd floor Centre Hall every 

weekday morning and afternoon.   

So welcome to TWIN!  We’ve only 

been able to enter this arena as we 

now have installed a lift with access 

to the second floor.  

Have you seen the new decorations?  

Our ICI colour consultants have come 

up with a scheme to encourage a 

sense of security for people are trying 

to find a new way ahead.  

I believe that the use of this hall is an 

excellent example of what Commu-

nity Ministry is all about.  However, 

we’re only using our building to do 

the work.  The next stage is for more 

of us to get into activities using our 

personal skills and talents. Watch out 

for the forthcoming proposals from: 

The Community Ministry Group 

The Youth Support Group - The Road 

map for Youth Development  

The hall mark of a growing Church is 

one that serves its local community.   

Derek Winsor 
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Pastoral News 
 

Andre Dujardin is at present in Kingston Hospital 

June Martin's mother died recently. Our thoughts are with June and her 

family at this sad time. 

Olive Webb spent a few days in Kingston Hospital last month but is now 

home. 

Hilda Tunley is now home from West Middlesex hospital. 

Michael Burgess has been home for some time from Kingston Hospital. 

Joan Butler has not been at church for some time due to sciatica. WE hope 

that Joan will be better soon. 

Our best wishes and thoughts are with Tony Wenman as he prepare to 

have tests at St Georges Hospital 

Sally Blanford’s father is now in Hospital in Norwich. 

We think of Kathleen and Alan Clegg as Kathleen continues ongoing tests 

at St Georges Hospital 

Our thoughts remain with Jane Butcher who continues to cope sp well 

wither chemotherapy. 

It was good to see Winifred Green back at church recently and we hope she 

remains well. 

We pray for and thank Lesley for her spiritual guidance and dedication to our 

congregation. 

Maggie Arnold. 

 

The Hook Swingers 
 
Wednesday 28 March at 2 15 pm the Hook Swingers come to the 

Women’s Fellowship.  They number 20 - 24 swingers and the Fel-

lowship around 8 – 10. 

 

Please come and support us, and them! Every one is welcome. 
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Last Sunday a lady at church told 

me that she had just passed her 

driving test.  She said that she 

was very scared of driving on the 

big main roads even though the 

L-plate was now gone and the P-

plate was put on her car she was 

still nervous.  I could really un-

derstand how she felt because I 

feel as if I am now wearing a P-

plate. 

In the first three months of my 

ministry I have had many differ-

ent kinds of experience.  One of 

the things I did not expect was 

how many meetings ministers 

seem to have to attend.  Some of 

them are fun like the new minis-

ters training day where I met up 

with some friends from the train-

ing course and we could exchange 

the feelings of fear and offer each 

other sympathy!  Some are diffi-

cult because they are new experi-

ences and deal with items, which 

I don’t really understand.  Some 

are honestly boring because I just 

have to be there but have nothing 

useful to contribute. 

I feel so high up when I stand in 

front of the congregation; all the 

faces are a blur and I am so nerv-

ous until I remember that the 

Holy Spirit will speak through me 

and the people listening and tak-

ing part in the service can hear 

his voice if I have first listened 

and then prepared well. 

One of my favourite parts of the 

job is visiting people.  I love to 

look at photos and hear the sto-

ries that people tell me about 

their past lives.  When I was 

small I badgered my grandpar-

ents to tell me stories of when 

they were young and I enjoyed 

hearing the tales of how my 

grandfather was a strong man 

and my grandmother was very 

beautiful.  Sometimes I visit the 

hospital and am able to bring 

comfort and reassurance to peo-

ple who are sick.  

On Monday evenings at Kingston 

and Tuesday evenings at New 

Malden I run meetings for Korean 

people to meet with English peo-

ple.  This is to help each to under-

stand and make friends with the 

other.  The Koreans find this help-

ful as they struggle to speak Eng-

lish and come to terms with the 

English culture.  It also makes a 

really good introduction for Sun-

day morning worship where they 

no longer feel isolated or even at 

the shops on weekdays where 

they are more comfortable be-

cause they know some English 

folk. 

Being a Korean pastor in England 

brings with it responsibilities both 

within the denomination and be-

yond it.  I have been invited to 

act as Chaplain to Koreans who 

arrive at Heath Row Airport.  I 

also sit on the Racial Justice Com-

mittee at National level and will 

attend a conference for Korean 

Missionaries in all of Europe, 

“New Driver” by our Associate Minister 
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The Kirchentag is big, and may be the most significant ecumenical church event 

in Europe. Since 1995 I have been attending the event that takes place every 
other year, taking in Hamburg, Leipzig, Stuttgart, Frankfurt, Berlin and Hannover. 

The programme book last time ran to 608 pages for the 4 day marathon! 
 

You can only attend a fraction of what‘s on offer, but the choice means there are 
things for everyone. If you speak German the vast range of lectures, services, 

debates, theatre, bible studies and discussions help top up your language skills. 
You can however more than fill the time selecting English language or interpreted 

events, or at no cost you can book a personal interpreter to accompany you to a 
session. Then there are the concerts, art exhibitions, hands-on activities or wan-

dering around the stalls of the “market” where hundreds of organisations have 
displays about their work. 

 
For the theologically minded there will be much to stimulate; for the politically 

and socially aware there are leading German politicians and thinkers around; 

there will be figures from the world church; whatever the issue that is currently 
bugging you, there’ll be useful contacts. 

 
There is always a sizeable party from the UK - an International Centre for guests 

from abroad makes a useful meeting place and leads to interesting encounters. 
Cologne this June will be no exception. If you would like to know more about at-

tending you can access the websites or get in touch with me. I have information 
leaflets and a CD-ROM. (www.kirchentag.org.uk  and www.kirchentag.de) 

Ken Walker 

John Bunyan Baptist Church 

The biennial German Protestant Church Congress 
The Kirchentag 

which this year is to be held in Jeru-

salem.  

Perhaps my most important job is 

prayer.  I have meetings at Kingston 

on Wednesdays and all night on Fri-

days.  You can find me at New Mal-

den on any morning of the week 

starting at 5.30am till 7.00ish. At 

that time when it is quiet I feel that 

God is waiting for us to join him. I 

would love you to share the experi-

ence as we support each other. 

I know I have made many mistakes, 

but after all I am still a P-plate minis-

ter.  I feel that Lesley and Bruce 

have put petrol and oil in the car and 

all I need to do is put the key in and 

drive.  

 I want to thank them and you for 

the experiences of the first three 

months of my ministry. 

Suk In Lee 
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If you don’t see many children at 

church on a Sunday morning, es-

pecially at the 10.00 service, 

please don’t jump to the conclu-

sion that there is no youth work 

going on at KURC. 

What happened at half 

term.? 
On the Monday, around 40 chil-

dren aged between 3 and 10 con-

verged on the church.  They were 

supposed to arrive at 10.00 but 

many were so keen that they were 

there be 9.45! (Either that or their 

parents were very keen to get rid 

of them for the morning!)  After 

registration, and making jellies, 

the youngsters were offered a 

choice of activities which included 

building an aqueduct from scrap 

materials, water play including in-

vestigating what sinks and what 

floats, making balsa wood boats, 

playdough and painting.  They 

could also make fish and cut out 

pictures to for a collage about the 

uses of water, and watch a video 

brought by Dave Richards about 

crossing the Atlantic in a violent 

storm before trying their hands at 

knot-tying.  (Have you guessed 

the theme yet?) 

Snack time involved more water 

as the children made their own 

drinks, and was followed by a talk 

and some songs with Lesley.  Then 

it was back to activities which this 

time included, among other things, 

making snowstorms in jam jars 

with glitter and water, a collage 

about the water cycle, and further 

work on the aqueduct.  (We try to 

be flexible, so some of the more 

energetic were taken up to the top 

hall at this point to run off some 

excess energy with balls and other 

games equipment!) 

Packed lunches were hungrily de-

voured at the end of the morning 

and finished off with the jellies 

made earlier.  The tired children 

were collected at 13.00, proudly 

displaying what they had made – 

and only one had got so wet that 

she needed to change her clothes! 

On the Tuesday activities included 

making pancakes (it was Shrove 

Tuesday, after all!) and eating 

them with an assortment of fill-

ings, making Mardi Gras costumes 

and masks (did you know that 

Mardi Gras means “fat Tuesday”?), 

making Samba music on various 

percussion instruments and having 

a carnival procession round the 

sanctuary. 

We are in touch with well over a 

hundred children and plan to run 

these activity sessions on a regu-

lar basis, in half terms and longer 

school holidays.   

(There will not be a week long 

holiday club this summer, but 

two days at the beginning and 

two at the end of the holi-

days.) 

Where have all the children gone? 
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On a Sunday? 
Despite all this activity, organised 

by a comparatively small group of 

people, we do not neglect Sunday 

mornings.  There are eight YPSG 

(Young Peoples Sunday Groups) 

staff who take it in turns to be “on 

duty” each Sunday to look after any 

children who come to either service.  

It isn’t easy because we never know 

how many, if any, children will be 

there, and we don’t know what age 

we are preparing for.  I would like  

 

to pay tribute here to these people 

who do a difficult job Sunday by 

Sunday, and during the holidays, 

keeping the children in touch with 

the church when there is so much 

“out there” to distract youngsters 

these days. 

PS We shall be holding another ac-

tivity morning on Maundy Thursday.  

Any offers of help would be wel-

comed with open arms! 

Steve Wenman 

Band Night 

The band night which happened on the 3rd March was very suc-

cessful. Approximately 75 young people enjoyed 4 bands. All the 

bands were linked with the church and, a good night was had by 

all, including the adults!  

The bands were: Borderline who formed at Boys' Brigade in 

2003; Bethan who is a solo act from the church; All the Rage 

who are managed by Ben, with the vocals of Rebecca and the 

Numbnuts whose drummer is Tom - another church connection - 

and who have a superb brass section. 

The night went very well, was very safe and all went according to 

plan. 

A huge thank you to all the people who helped set up, and to all 

the adults who helped 'behind the scenes'. We can't wait to do an-

other one in the summer 
Bethan Robinson &Jayne Scorer 
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A few months ago I wrote an article in Church News encouraging you 

to talk to your families and friends about organ donation.   

 

I wonder, have you been discussing the issues, and have you signed 

up yet? 

 

Even if you carry a donor card, it is important to register with Trans-

plant UK to make a lasting record of your wishes.  It takes hardly any 

time at all. 

 

Register either on line :- www.uktransplant.org.uk  or by calling 0845 

60 60 400. 

 

In the UK in 2006, 104 heart transplants were made possible because 

of generous gifts from donors.  In previous years, the average num-

ber has been closer to 150 each year.  The decrease in numbers is 

because of better safety and fewer accidents but also because poten-

tial donors have not registered and their relatives refuse permission.  

Obviously, the fewer donor hearts available, the longer the wait for 

those needing transplantation. 

 

I know people who have had transplants and who are now back to full 

strength.  I also know several people for whom the wait has been 

over two years now – it is a mammoth test of endurance.  By writing 

this article, I am making a small effort to help.  If you are able, will 

you do something and register today?  

Olwen Sawney  

 

Give Life – Register Now 
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‘Beyond the Good Samaritan’ 
 

This extract from the third chapter in Ann Morisey’s, ‘Beyond the Good Sa-

maritan’ explores the link between community ministry and pastoral care.   

In mainstream denominations pastoral care is a standard part of church life 

and is often the hallmark of what an effective minister is judged by church 

members.  In churches that seek more productive mission strategies, there 

is a danger that pastoral care can become less of a priority. Yet, the impetus 

for community ministry flows naturally from active pastoral care and can in-

crease capacity for community ministry to enliven pastoral care. 

 

It is only gradually that church members become aware of a ministers’ com-

mitment to pastoral care and this is because many of the pastoral care 

needs of members and friends must remain confidential.  A minister has to 

exercise extreme professionalism and judgement about what can be di-

vulged, when and to whom.  Mainly what information is shared is to encour-

age prayer.  Pastoral care is mostly reactive and relates to individual prob-

lems whereas community ministry is pro-active and involves outreach and a 

corporate response.  Thus, community ministry and pastoral care can be-

come a potent force.  A church that understands community ministry and 

exercises pastoral care can identify issues that build up in a community, 

such as loneliness and unemployment and ways are found to support people 

through different activities such as setting up groups or involving people 

from the community in providing a service.  Effective community ministry 

can, in turn, produce an individual response such as discovering someone in 

a group or offering a service may need one-to-one pastoral support.  As 

birth and death is dealt with more clinically, churches have less opportunity 

to involve themselves in pastoral care than hitherto when ‘church’ was at the 

heart of community.     

 

There is danger in a church becoming self-serving that leaves others, not so 

understanding, to cease the initiate and denies a church’s opportunities to 

contribute to the Kingdom of God.  Ann Morisey states that there needs to 

be greater pastoral guidance within congregations to counteract the desire 

for certainty and to provide examples of how to stay in touch with reality.  

In a multi-religious, multi-cultural society, effort has to be invested in bring-

ing about peaceful co-existence and mutual openness.  It doesn’t just hap-

pen and truth cannot be reduced to a collection of ‘right answers.’ 

 

The media often adds to negativity associated with religion.  In the past re-

ligion was trivialised; now it is portrayed as dangerous and a threat to so-
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phisticated social relationships.  ’Coming to faith’  calls for the capac-

ity to relate to, and work with, people who see things differently from 

ourselves.  Community ministry brings collaborative responses that 

bring people together with different motivations and different per-

spectives on life  Post-modernism has brought an additional pastoral 

need associated with a loss of confidence to change things.  Many do 

not see a better future and yet Christians need to work purposefully 

to build the Kingdom of God.  Christians need to envision and initiate 

a radically different future that involves: 

 

• the ability to face rather than to avoid reality 

• counteracting any sense of impotency with the ability to work for 

betterment; 

• seeing beyond familiar patterns and roles which  contribute to a 

‘taken for granted’  view of reality; 

• envisioning a different future by questioning, ‘Could we?’ ‘Would 

it be possible to?’ 

 

Involvement in active pastoral care can enhance our ability to face 

reality by enabling us to see patterns in what is going on around us.  

Community ministry dispels the vision of the future as hopeless and 

enables a practical vision to be developed of what is possible.  Com-

munity ministry is about supporting those who are only too well 

aware of the harshness of life.  Community ministry involves every-

one whereas pastoral care is unlikely to be an option for everyone. 

 

Pastoral care has experienced something of an identity crisis over the 

last decade as intimated earlier, and there are difficulties with the 

definition.  The definition can be so wide that it is in danger of losing 

coherence. Pastoral care can be viewed as shoring up the status quo, 

in essence contributing to people becoming better adapted to unjust 

situations.   The challenge is to ensure that ‘acts of caring’ are com-

bined with a wider strategy, that of community ministry that can con-

tribute to greater recognition of the structural basis of many of the 

individual needs that people have.  In this way community ministry 

enables ‘general acts of caring’  to be part of a wider and potentially 

more radical frame and this provides a commitment to more universal 

and corporate struggles being given expression. 

 

         Ann Macfarlane 
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By the time you read this, you’ll have seen that 

we have at last breathed life into the Foyer 

plasma screen. Do stop on a Sunday morning and 

watch the week’s theme, in a sequence about 20 

minutes long, and tell us how you feel about it.  

We sincerely hope you will find it enjoyable, 

thought-provoking, informative, amusing, breath-

taking, inspiring, lively, peaceful – but possibly 

not all at the same time! 

Initially, the “Plasma Show” will be screened every day from 11am – 2pm, 

while people are in the Foyer; and earlier on Sundays.  It will always be si-

lent – Foyer people have strongly vetoed sound, including music. 

BUT, and it is a big BUT, WE NEED MATERIAL FOR THE SCREEN.   

We are using images, words, ideas provided so far by a small number of 

people in the church, and we are using appropriate material from websites 

when we know about them.  But it takes a lot of searching, and we don’t 

always know the best places to look.  Jane Allden, who is an IT teacher, is 

co-ordinating the material and turning it into the weekly 20-minute se-

quences.  This is a massive job, and she can only present material that she 

has been given or she has found. 

The schedule of topics for the screen is shown on  page 17 of Church News; 

if you have any articles, photos, pictures from magazines or books, 

sketches, anything preferably visual, on any of these topics, don’t wait - 

please contact one of the Plasma People named below.  We are very happy 

to hear of recommended websites which we can use to help the quest.  If 

you would like to help assemble material, for a particular topic that inter-

ests you, please contact us.  The group is small at the moment, but people 

are helping, and with your help we can keep the ideas flowing and keep the 

screen alive and lively. 

Thank you all in advance, from the Plasma People:  

Jane Allden,  Liz Cook, Emily Young. 

THE  FOYER  PLASMA  SHOW 
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AMAZING GRACE—and the Slave Trade 

March 25th will mark the bicentenary of the passing of a Parliamentary Bill abol-

ishing the slave trade in the former British Empire. 1807 was the beginning of 
the long road to the eventual abolition of slavery itself within the British Empire 

via the Act of 1833. Even then, slaves did not gain 
their final freedom until 1838. 

John Newton, author of the hymn ‘Amazing Grace’ 
and many other famous hymns, was one of the mov-

ing forces behind the passing of the Slave Trade Act 
of 1807. Yet he himself had been a very successful 

slave trader. He had an extraordinary life filled with 

contradictions. Initially a sailor who was flogged for 
desertion, he became a slave in West Africa in all but 

name, and then, when rescued, a slave trader (1750-
54). Despite a dramatic conversion from atheism to 

Christianity during a great storm at sea, he continued 
to trade in slaves. (At this time the slave trade was 

regarded as perfectly respectable and indispensable to 
British prosperity.) Having ceased to trade in slaves 

when a fit ended his career at sea, he became an An-
glican minister, first at Olney in Buckinghamshire and 

then for 27 years in the City of London parish of St Mary Woolnoth, close to the 
Bank of England, where he died in 1807.  

In the latter part of his life Newton deeply regretted his acceptance of, and per-
sonal involvement in, the slave trade. He joined William Wilberforce in the cam-

paign for abolition. Newton persuaded Wilberforce to stay in Parliament and 

‘serve God where he was’ rather than enter the ministry. Wilberforce heeded 
the ex-slave ship captain’s advice and spent the next five decades successfully 

campaigning for the abolition of slavery. The evidence which Newton gave to 
Parliament helped to raise public awareness. After years of setbacks and de-

feats, the Slave Trade Bill, which prohibited British vessels engaging in the 
slave trade, received the Royal Assent on 25 March 1807, though it took 26 

more years of agitation to abolish slavery. 

Of the many hymns written by John Newton, Amazing Grace has easily become 

the most famous. It is only with the knowledge of Newton’s life story, his disso-
lute early years and his dramatic conversion to Christianity whilst fearing for his 

life in a great storm at sea, that one understands the very personal nature of 
the opening verse. 

In his ‘Thoughts….’  Newton wrote: “Disagreeable I had long found it [the slave 
trade]; but I think I should have quitted it sooner, had I considered it, as I do 

now, to be unlawful and wrong. But I never had a scruple upon this head, at 
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Extra Lent Offering 
 

When attending Sunday Services, as an extra, you may consider do-

nating non-perishable food (cans and packets). These will be distrib-

uted by Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness. 

 

Boxes to leave your contributions in are available in the Vestibule 

and the Foyer on 

the time; nor was such a thought once suggested to me by any friend. What I did, 

I did ignorantly; considering it as the line of life which Divine Providence had allot-
ted me, and having no concern, in point of conscience, but to treat the slaves, 

while under my care, with as much humanity as regard to my own safety would 
allow.” 

 

He went on to say “though unwilling to give offence to a single person, in such a 

cause I ought not to be afraid of offending many by declaring the truth. If indeed 
there can be many, whom even interest can prevail upon to contradict the com-

mon sense of mankind, by pleading for a commerce so iniquitous, so cruel, so op-
pressive, so destructive, as the African Slave Trade!” 

John Fisher 
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OPEN GARDENS  2007 

Do you remember the programme of ‘Open Gardens’ that we 

enjoyed in 2002, 2003 and 2005?  We were able to visit gardens 

of members and friends in different parts of Kingston, admire 

the garden, meet friends over tea and cakes etc, and spend a 

bit more time meeting new people, chatting and catching up 

than we can usually find during a Sunday morning. There were 

sometimes games and pastimes for younger people and even 

plants for sale.  A number of people have said they would love 

to be able to do this again – so here is the first Appeal!   

Would you be willing to open your garden for an afternoon on a 

late spring or summer weekend, and provide a cup of tea to 

visitors? The gardens do not have to be remarkable – or big! All 

it needs is that you feel able to make them available to us all, 

and are prepared to provide refreshments.  We will give you any 

advice you may feel you need. There will be a programme with 

lists of gardens and a map for the weekends concerned. We 

started in late May and went right through to August one year, 

but we don’t have to make every weekend available – it de-

pends on the garden owners.  

If you would like your garden to be in the programme, have a 

word with Liz Cook – though she may well find you before you 

find her!  Happy gardening! 

Liz Cook, for the Social Committee. 
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Flowers for Easter 

On Saturday 7th April from 10.00 am to 12 noon,  

 

Come and enjoy a happy entertaining morning decorating the Sanctuary 

for East. NO experience needed!  Help and advice given — as well as cof-

fee and biscuits! 

 

If you can, bring some bright spring flowers and foliage.   

 

Otherwise just come 

 

Flower Rota for April 

  1st Ann Macfarlane 

8th  Easter Sunday—The Flower Workshop. 

15th Shirley Davy 

22nd Cora Young   

March 
23-24 

Abolition of Slave Trade 

30-31 Easter (1), Palm Sunday/OR Kingston 
URC, people, services 

April  6-7  Easter  

13-14 Children’s and YP’s activities, BB 

20-21 Korea 

27-28 Wisley through the year 

May 4-5 Pentecost+ Ascension 
11-12 What else happens here? 
18-19 Christian Aid 

25-26 Age Concern 

June 1-2  What is the URC? History of URC, 
changes at KURC 

8-9 This month in pictures 

15-16 ? 
22-23 Galapagos 

29-30 Kew 
July 6-7  Tour of Kingston 

Schedule for the Plasma Screen 
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TO THE  REV MR LEE 

 

Sincere thanks Suk In Lee for your helpful articles in last month's Church 

News. It is valuable to know how others think, and how they see us. .I'm 

not sure about punctuality because I personally like to be on time, and 

consider it impolite to keep someone else waiting. And King George V 

said that 'punctuality is the politeness of kings'  

But Koreans are not alone in their attitude to time. Afro-Caribbean’s are 

even more laid back. What about going out for a meal? At my age I 

worry a bit about the most senior person paying! In my experience it is 

the person who issues the invitation who pays, unless you copy Holland. 

As you probably know, if each of the parties pays for themselves it is 

called going Dutch.  

I love your bit about respect - and you are absolutely right except (a 

rather worrying thought this) that the black teen-aged gangs in Brixton 

and such places consider a lack of 'respect' a reason for killing someone.  

But as a nation we are less formal than we used to be. As a lad I was ex-

pected to address adults as Mr, Mrs or Miss (we didn't recognise Ms) So 

some formality has gone, and I regret it, if only because it is, I believe, a 

symptom of a more serious malaise in our society. And you are right 

about older people not necessarily liking the use of their Christian name 

(one should, I suppose, say 'forename' nowadays) by strangers. When I 

was in hospital I was, I'm happy to say, usually addressed as Mr Randall 

in view of my advanced age. I have to say however that an incredibly 

young doctor introduced himself as Graham. He was almost certainly 

very well qualified and he certainly treated me well. 'Dr Smith' would, 

however have inspired more confidence.  

The extent to which people invite others into their homes is, I agree, a 

problem. When I was a boy our neighbours would sometimes just drop in 

unannounced but if we wanted to eat with them it was usually on a 

slightly more formal basis. I must admit that I was surprised to hear that 

such a formal people as the Koreans had fairly informal arrangements 

about visiting friends and I do agree that (in so far as we are able to do 

so) we should perhaps open our houses to others more than we do.  

As far as language problems are concerned you are right, that learning 

English has its problems-but then, you can never know how difficult it is 

for us to get our tongues around Korean words!  

And finally. I enjoy the fairly small and fairly formal contacts I have with 

my Korean friends. But have you any idea how incredibly difficult it to 

overcome the politeness barrier??  

Fred Randall 

Letters 
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To the Editor from John Parrish 

I would be pleased if this letter I recently sent to Lesley could be printed 

in Church News 

 

“Dear Lesley, 

 

Thank you so much for your letter confirming that you and the Elders re-

gretted the ”misunderstanding” that led to my resignation and you and 

the Elders would like me to reconsider. 

 

The reason for the long delay in replying is partly because we have been 

away as you know, but largely because I have had to meditate and pray 

at length about the position I am now in. 

 

It was 12 months ago that the “misunderstanding” took place and of 

course in that time I have put down roots elsewhere.  As those who know 

me, my roots grow quite quickly.  I am now chair of one committee at St 

Stephen’s and working with another church, St Richard’s in Ham, to de-

velop youth work in that socially difficult area. 

 

Having said that, I have been overwhelmed by the affection that the con-

gregation of KURC has shown me, not just at the church meeting but also 

from the many member contacts that I have and wish to retain and even 

just those I meet in the street and supermarket.  This means that I 

would like to retain my membership if the elders and members are pre-

pared to accept me as a “country” member. I will understand if they do 

not.  I always took my membership seriously with regular attendance and 

giving of both time and finance to the church.  In view of my position 

now after 12 months, that commitment is not possible. 

 

I understand that a member of another URC is an active Anglican lay 

preacher.  I also understand that very recently you told someone who at-

tends KURC infrequently, that she need not resign.  So maybe there are 

precedents. 

 

I therefore wish to thank all those who have supported me and look for-

ward to the elders’ and membership’s reply. 

 

With affection,  

John” 

 

Letters 
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Growing 

 
“Let the wise listen and add to their learning”  Proverbs 1:5 

I’ve been thinking recently because I seem to have more time now that I 
live on my own!  I’ve been thinking about growing – not physically of course 

I’m quite big enough on that level!  I’ve been thinking about growing closer 
to God and would like to share with you something I read recently. It seems 

to me that this is good advice for every day, but even more so when it ap-

plies to growing closer to God. 

“Here are some things you need to know about growth: 

Growth isn’t automatic.  You’re only young once, but you can be immature 
indefinitely.  Each year the lobster is forced to shed its shell; it’s a pity we 

aren’t!  Come on, if you don’t make personal growth your responsibility it 

will never happen.  The road to anything worthwhile is always uphill so the 
sooner you start climbing the closer to your God-ordained potential you’ll 

be.  

Growth today brings success tomorrow.  What you sow today determines 
what you reap tomorrow.  Oliver Wendell Holmes said, ‘Once stretched by a 

new idea, a man’s mind never regains its original dimensions’.  So what are 
you doing today to become more successful tomorrow? 

Growth is your responsibility. When you were a child your parents were re-
sponsible for your growth, now you are.   

Robert Browning wrote, ‘Why stay on earth except to grow?’  Good ques-

tion!  Yet few of us dedicate ourselves to the process. Why?  Because 
growth requires change and most of us are uncomfortable with change.   

Gail Sheehy writes, ‘If we don’t change we don’t grow and if we don’t grow 
we are not really living.  Growth demands the temporary surrender of secu-

rity.  It means a giving up of familiar, but limiting patterns, safe but unre-
warding work, values no longer believed, relationships that have lost their 

meaning.  Taking a new step is what we fear most, yet our real fear should 
be the opposite.’  Can you think of anything worse than living a life devoid 

of growth and improvement?  I can’t” 

This is the thought for Monday 26th February from The Word for Today pub-

lished by UCB  This little publication is available free of charge from UCB PO 
Box 255, Stoke on Trent ST4 8YY.   

Much love Pat Brooks 
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NIFFY 

Fred Randall 

It is odd how, from time to time, 

two apparently unconnected ideas 

come together to form something 

different.  You see, I had been 

thinking for some time about vari-

ous thriving religious groups – and 

what it was that appeared to make 

them successful.  Ian Paisley’s indi-

vidual form of Baptist teaching, for 

example; black led churches, par-

ticularly in London, and the Muslims.  

What they all seem to have over 

and above their faith is a particular 

appeal to something else.  In Pais-

ley’s case, it is strident nationalism; 

in the case of the black led 

churches, it may well be an appeal 

to race, and in the case of Islam, it 

has partly to do with its discipline 

(prayers five times a day etc.) and 

partly as an appeal to ethnic and 

cultural factors.  This is a bit sim-

plistic, of course, but you see what I 

mean.  By now, you may be won-

dering what, if anything, the title of 

this piece is all about.  Well, a few 

Sundays ago, Lesley was preaching 

about the calling of God, and she 

said that the churches which were 

growing were those which were out-

ward looking.  It would be good to 

think that this could have been said 

of Kingston URC for some decades 

now.  They were NIFFY, in other 

words, they had been Not Internally 

Focussed For Years. 

Sun. 15 Apr.  15.15   ‘Training Afternoon’ 
Supporting the Bereaved 

 
An OPEN INVITATION to all Church members and 

 friends to join with the Pastoral Committee’s ‘Tra ining Afternoon’ 
 

SUPPORTING THE BEREAVED 
 

on Sunday , 15 April , at 3.15 (tea & biscuits) for 3.30 pm  
 

led by Lesley Charlton and Others 
 

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME  
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Car Parking Permits 

Car parking permits for the coming year have been received. Any person 

who attends morning services is eligible to receive one. 

Listen for announcements regarding the method of issue. 

It should be noted that the permits are valid until 1pm. only and all cars 

should have left the car park by that time.  There are no extensions.  

Normal charges are payable if the car is not removed by 1pm.  It is un-

derstood that the minimum parking charge at Brook Street car park is 

two hours. 

The car parking permits must be left in full, unobstructed view on the 

dashboard when using Brook Street car park. 

Mervyn Page. 

Demolitions Continue 

(Extract from February report of The Israeli Committee Against House Dem-

olitions—ICAHD) 
 

The Israeli military, in concert with Israeli settlers, has been trying to force 

the Palestinian residents of the south Hebron hills to leave their homes for 

years.  

Due to harassment from the nearby Israeli outposts, several of the young 

families of Qawawis moved to a nearby town. When the Israeli army then 

forcibly evacuated the remaining families, a court ordered that the families 

could return to their homes. 

According to a lawyer representing the families, the Israeli army now claims 

that this court ruling allows only the last inhabitants of Qawawis to return; 

not their children who earlier fled the assaults of the Israeli settlers. "Our 

children need homes," said one villager. "What do they want us to do?" 

(Reports from ICAHD can be can be obtained on www.icahd.org) 

Phil Crump 

For sale 

The H P Inkjet used in the church office has been replaced. It is  

offered for sale as a going item. We have a stock of inks worth over 

£30 and the first person to offer £20 gets the lot.  

Contact Mervyn Page or David Richards 
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A WARM INVITATION IS GIVEN TO ALL WHO READ THIS MAG AZINE TO 

COME AND SHARE IN OUR SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Services: 

Traditional worship  10.00  (communion on the first  Sunday monthly) 
Morning worship  11.00  (replaces 10.00 and 11.30 services on 
       the second  Sunday monthly)  
Interactive worship 11.30  (communion on the last  Sunday monthly                                                                              
Evening worship 18.30  (communion on the third  Sunday monthly) 
Contemporary worship 20.00  (on the first  Sunday monthly) 
 

Tea and coffee are served between the 10.00 and 11.30 services, before the 11.00 service 
(second Sunday monthly) and after the 18.30 service. 

During the 10.00 service there are optional activities for young people who may wish to 
leave the service after the second hymn. Visiting children are welcome to join them. 

Private Prayer  The Sanctuary is open daily from 11.30 until 13.30. 

Coffee and Tea Our foyer is normally open every weekday and Saturday  from 11.00 
until 14.00 for coffee and tea. 

A Listening Ear  If you would like to talk with someone about a matter of concern in the 
foyer between 11.00 and 14.00 on every weekday and Saturday , you 
should find someone wearing a badge who will be pleased to help. 

Normal Activities:  

Monday:  10.00  Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 

  19.00  International Friends’ Café 

Tuesday:  10.00  Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 
  16.00 The Room (during school terms) 
  20.15  Badminton 

Wednesday:  10.00  Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 
  10.45  Men’s Forum (first Wednesday monthly except August) 
  13.10  Lunchtime service 
  14.15  Women’s Fellowship (weekly except August) 
  19.30  Prayer meeting 

Thursday:  16.00  The Room (during school terms) 

Friday: from 17.30  Girls’ Brigade (during school terms) 

 from 17.30  Boys’ Brigade (during school terms) 
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Minister:  Rev. Lesley M Charlton Associate Rev Suk-in Lee  
 2 Regent Road Minister  51 Marina Drive 
 Surbiton, Surrey  KT5 8NL New Malden  KT36NQ 
 Telephone:  (020) 8399 4423 020 8949 0275 
 
  
Church Secretary   Derek Winsor 
     4 Quayside Walk 
     Kingston upon Thames, KT1 1HY 
     Telephone:  (020) 8949 0946 
 
 Church Treasurer  Georgina Forbes  
     81b Westbury Road 
     New Malden 
     Surrey  KT3 5AL 
     Telephone:  (020) 8942 4672 
 
 Church Organist  Tony Wenman  
     7 Common Road 
     Claygate, Surrey  KT10 0HG 
     Telephone:  01372 464709 
 
 Premises Manager  Michael Brennan  
     Monday – Friday  9.30 am – 5.00 pm 
     Telephone:  (020) 8549 1888 
 E-mail:premises@urckingston.org.uk 
 
 
 Copy for Church News must reach the editor’s no later than midday on 

the first Sunday in the month. Electronic copy by email or diskette is 
preferred. Typed or hand written copy should be left in the editors pi-

geon-hole opposite Room 6 
 

 Next copy deadline:  12 noon on Sunday, 1st April 2007 

Editor: Browen Robinson 

Kingston United Reformed Church 
is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project  

in Kingston Town Centre with its partners  
All Saints Parish Church, in the Market Place  
and Kingston Baptist Church, in Union Street 

 


